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[bookmark: _Toc253754962][bookmark: _Toc384902216][bookmark: _Toc392582894][bookmark: _Toc392594800]The environmental protection agency order to Ecology



The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issued an Order on May 29, 2015, granting in part and denying in part two petitions for objection to permits 00-05-006, Renewal 2, and 00-05-006, Renewal 2, Revision A (the Hanford Air Operating Permit Renewal 2 and Revision A).  The Order is attached as Exhibit F.



The EPA granted Claim 3B “… the Petitioner’s request to object to the Hanford Title V Permit on the basis that Ecology’s record is inadequate with respect to addressing Subpart H in the Hanford Title V Permit.”  The EPA also proposed a number of options that could be used to address this inadequacy.  Additionally, the EPA clarified the scope of judicial review in a discussion under Claim 4.



Ecology and Health discussed the findings of the Order and selected to implement one of the suggestions in the Order.  Ecology will “attach an addendum to the Hanford Title V Permit to correct any omissions or errors – if any – contained in the license with respect to Subpart H, since Ecology also has authority to enforce the NESHAP.”



This addendum to the Hanford Title V Permit will be located in the Attachment 2 Section of the permit.  The addendum will contain requirements that the Permittee will have to abide by in addition to the requirements in Attachment 2.  Health will use the addendum in Attachment 2 to correct the underlying radiological air emission license(s) (RAEL) in the next revision of the Hanford RAEL (FF-01).



In the following “Response to Comments” section, responses that indicate information will be added or placed in the addendum to Attachment 2 indicates that Ecology will, in accordance with the advice from EPA, place any corrections to the license with respect to Subpart H in the addendum.



In the EPA Order, fifteen specific responses to the Hanford AOP Renewal 2 and the Hanford AOP Renewal 2, Revision A were identified.  These specific comments were not part of the comments received during the public comment period for the Hanford AOP Renewal 2, Revision B.  They have been added as responses 110-124.  The responses provided here are not the original responses, but new responses prepared under consideration of the EPA Order.
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The NWP accepted comments on the draft AOP from March 22 through April 24, 2015, with an extension to May 8, 2015.  This section provides a summary of comments we received during the public comment period and our responses, as required by the Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 34.05.325(6)(a)(iii).



Each comment is addressed separately.  Please refer to the References section of this document for Exhibits A through X.  The NWP’s responses directly follow each comment in italic font.  Verbatim copies of all written comments are attached in Appendix B.



Comment # 110 from USDOE, dated July 28, 2012

This comment was submitted as part of the public comment period for the Hanford AOP Renewal 2.  It is identified as Comment 50 in Exhibit (2013 R2C).



A number of additional revisions to the FF-01 license have been approved/issued by DOH since the 2/23/2012 version that was included in the AOP public comment draft issued.  Prior to final issuance of the AOP renewal, an updated version of the FF-01 needs to be issued and incorporated into the AOP.



Recommendation:  Verify all additional radioactive air emissions licensing activities issued/performed since DOH issued the renewed FF-01 on 2/23/2012 are identified and captured in an updated FF-01 for issuance with the final AOP.



Ecology Response:

Underlying requirements that are incorporated into the Hanford AOP change frequently to facilitate clean-up work at Hanford.  The process of issuing an AOP renewal or revision with a public comment period requires the Hanford AOP to be ‘frozen’ on a specific date.  This ‘freezing’ allows for all changes up to that date to be incorporated into the Hanford AOP for a mandatory 30 day public comment period, the time required to respond to the received comments, a 45 day EPA review and then issuance of the renewed/revised AOP.



If new or modified underlying requirements are added to the Hanford AOP after the start of a public comment period and before issuance; the public comment period, response time, and EPA review time would start over.  As the underlying changes are occurring at a rate greater than once every 75 days (30 public comment period plus 45 day EPA review time), the AOP would never be able to complete a revision.



As the AOP is ‘frozen’ at a particular date, all changes occurring after this date are tracked for inclusion in the next revision/renewal of the Hanford AOP.  Thus the revisions to the FF-01 license approved/issued by DOH since 2/23/2012 version of the FF-01 license will be (and were) incorporated into the next FF-01 issued.



No change to the AOP is required.



Comment # 111 from USDOE, dated July 28, 2012

This comment was submitted as part of the public comment period for the Hanford AOP Renewal 2.  It is identified as Comment 54 in Exhibit (2013 R2C).



EU141 has been closed and should be removed from the FF-01.  A report of closure for EU141 (DOE letter 12-ECD-0014) was transmitted to DOH on 6/6/2012.



Recommendation:  Revise the FF-01 License to remove EU141 and update the Health SOB to add it to the list of obsolete emission units.



Ecology Response:

Please see response to comment 110.



The removal of EU141 occurred after the Hanford AOP and underlying requirements were frozen on 2/23/2012.  As such, the removal of the EU141 will occur in the next revision/renewal of the Hanford AOP.



This revision, Revision B, of the Hanford AOP shows that EU141 was removed from the ATT 2 (which is the FF-01 license).



No change to the AOP is required.







image1.wmf




